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wlio know Bond Street only in the blaze of fashionable
honrs can form but an imperfect conception of its matutinal
charm, when it is still shady and fresh, when there are no
carriages, rarely  a  cart,  and   passers-by  gliding   about
on real business.    One feels as in some continental city.
Then there are time and opportunity to look at the shops ;
and there is no street in the world that can. furnish such a
collection, filled with so many objects of beauty, curiosity,
and interest.    The jewellers and goldsmiths and dealers in
rare furniture ; porcelain,  and cabinets, and French pic-
tures ; have long fixed upon Bond Street as their favourite
quarter, and are not chary of displaying their treasures ;
though it may be a question whether some of the magazines
of fancy food, delicacies culled from all  the climes  and
regions of the globe, particularly at the matin hour, may
not, in their picturesque variety, be the most attractive.
The palm, perhaps, would be given to the fishmongers,
with  their   exuberant   exhibitions,   grouped   with   skill,
startling often with strange forms, dazzling with prismatic
tints, and breathing the invigorating redolence of the sea.

' Well, I like the service,' said Lothair, * and am glad, as
you tell me, that its fashion has come round again, because
there will now be no necessity for ordering a new one. I
do not myself much care for plate. I like flowers and por-
celain on a table, and I like to see the guests. However, I
suppose it is all right, and I must use it. It was not about
plate that I called; I wanted to speak to you about pearls.'
* Ah !' said Mr. Ruby, and his face brightened ; and
ushering Lothair to some glass cases, he at the same time
provided his customer with a seat.

' Something like that ? ' said Mr. Ruby, who by this time
had slid into his proper side of the counter, and was un-
locking the glass cases; * something like that ? ' and he
placed before Lothair a string of pretty pearls with a
diamond clasp. ' With the earrings, twenty-five hundred,1